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FULBRIGHT AWARD GOES TO UM MANSFIELD PROFESSOR
MISSOULA—
University of Montana Professor Philip West, who made his first trip to Japan as 
a study-abroad student in the late 1950s, has received a Fulbright Scholar Award that will 
take him back to Japan in January 2006.
West is the University’s Mansfield Professor of Modem Asian Affairs and 
teaches courses for UM’s history department and East Asian Studies program. During 
1991-2002 he directed the University’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center.
Through July 2006 West will be at International Christian University in Mitaka 
City, Tokyo, Japan, where he will offer a seminar for Japanese history majors. The 
seminar will focus on the Asia-Pacific War through the lens of literature, art, letters and 
diaries.
While in Japan, West also will conduct research that extends his recently 
completed manuscript “Letters o f the Asia-Pacific War in the Future of Remembrance.” 
He will interview prominent Japanese artists and visit Japanese art and war museums.
West received his doctorate in modem Chinese history and East Asian languages 
from Harvard University. He taught and served as director of the East Asian Studies 




During his academic career, West has made many trips to China, Japan, Korea, 
Vietnam and various regions of East Asia. But he said he will never forget his first 
voyage to Japan.
“I managed to get a job with the Merchant Marines on the Tar Heel Mariner 
through the Heifer Project -  now Heifer International -  which was founded by my 
father, Dan West, at the end of World War II,” he said.
As a “sea-going cowboy,” West took care of a shipment of 27 Jerseys and 
Holsteins, destined for poor Japanese farmers, among whom were former kamikaze pilots 
and prisoners of war.
In September 2005 West led a study-tour to China for Heifer International, which 
he said nicely connects his father’s legacy with that of Montana Sen. Mike Mansfield.
“My purpose in 35 years of teaching and writing has been to promote cross- 
cultural literacy and understanding with the countries of East Asia, China, Japan, Korea 
and Vietnam,” he said. “My time in Japan will allow me to pull together East Asian and 
American perspectives on the wars that continue so decisively to shape images, myths 
and policies within the Pacific Rim.”
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